
Build A Diverse  
Audience
As a first step, we encourage you 
to reach out to and invite  
stakeholders from across your  
community to attend your event.  
Not only will this help you to boost 
attendance; it will lead to a more 
robust, interesting and inclusive 
post-film conversation. Consider 
reaching out to: 

• Parent groups, such as your 
local PTA.

• High school and university 
students.

• K-12 educators, administrators 
and school staff.

• Law enforcement, first- 
responders and emergency 
medical professionals. 

• Faith and interfaith leaders.

Frame The  
Conversation
However you structure your post-
film conversation—Q&A, panel 
discussion, or small group  
conversation—we hope you will 
consider how your discussion can 
be inclusive and respectful of all 
voices. As a starting point, here 
are community-focused themes to 
consider including in your  
conversations:

• Emergency planning and  
preparedness.

• Individual and collective grief 
and healing.

• Community resilience.
• Trauma-informed care for  

individuals and communities.
• Gun violence prevention as a 

public health priority. 

ENCOURAGE NEW 
MESSENGERS

The national conversation about gun 
violence is often laced with partisan 
politics. As a film that focuses on  
community resilience and trauma, 
Newtown offers the opportunity to 
broaden the dialogue. 
At your event, consider inviting 
panelists that represent  
different corners of your  
community, for example,  
a parent, a teacher, a first- 
responder and a mental health 
professional. 
Or select a moderator who is skilled  
at facilitating complex and difficult  
discussions, for example a mediator  
or a faith leader. By supporting  
speakers who represent a cross- 
section of your community, you can 
make your screening more welcoming 
to a diverse audience. 
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PLANNING YOUR NEWTOWN  
COMMUNITY SCREENING

Contact the screenings team at newtown@filmsprout.org with any questions. 

ENCOURAGE 
NEW MESSENGERS

Newtown chronicles a community 
grappling with the aftermath of  

horrific violence. Your screening- 
and-discussion event has the power 
to spark much-needed conversation 

about gun violence prevention  
as a public health issue, and the  

power of  trauma-informed care for 
individual and community healing. 
Use the suggestions below to help 

plan your event and get the  
conversation started. 



1. Police Sgt. Bill Cario says, “I don’t think that any of us that were in there feel anybody needs to know specifically what  
     we saw. Emotionally, I think the world needs to know, to understand it.” 

• What do you think Cario means when he says this? Do you agree? 
• What role do emotional reactions play in the national conversation around mass shootings and gun vio-

lence?

3. Laurie Veillette, a volunteer EMT on duty the day of the shooting, describes the terror that set in when she first  
     recognized the scale of the tragedy. 

• How do you think experiencing violence is traumatic for those who survive? 
• What are the ways in which a shooting impacts the whole community, not just those present to  

witness the tragedy or those who lost a friend or family member? 

5. In the film, we never hear the shooter’s name mentioned.
• Why do you think the filmmakers chose not to focus on the perpetrator? 
• How is this framing different from news coverage of the shooting? 

2. The families and friends of students and teachers killed at Sandy Hook Elementary School share their experiences of  
     grieving and honoring the lives of their loved ones. 

• What surprised you about individuals’ varying experiences of grief? Of healing?
• Did hearing a chorus of voices from Newtown change your understanding of the tragedy?

4. Newtown’s Msgr. Robert Weiss says says, “We’re not going to let the darkness overwhelm us, but the darkness 
     is there.” 

• How are the people in Newtown, individually and collectively, forging a path forward despite their grief? 
• Do you think understanding the “darkness” can inform the healing process?

6. David Wheeler says, “When I look at this event, I see these dominoes, each of them very specific, that had to line up  
     that way, that morning, to happen the way they did here. And when I look at that, all I see are the spaces in between  
     where somebody, somewhere along the way, could have stopped the next domino from falling.”

• What measures might have prevented the Newtown tragedy? 
• In terms of preventing gun violence in your school or workplace, what measures would work best in your  

community? Why? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

As you plan your event,  
brainstorm ideas for 
post-film discussion  

that will engender  
respectful dialogue.  

To help you get started,  
consider the questions below.


